
05/01/13 HPL 

Getting FREE Library Audiobooks for  

PORTABLE AUDIO DEVICES 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

What You Need: 
 Valid Heyworth Public Library District card and 

PIN/password 

 Compatible portable audio device 

 Personal computer 

 OverDrive Media Console software 

 Internet connection 

 USB cord 

 

Compatible Devices 
Downloadable library audiobooks can be listened to on most computers and portable media players (digital audio players, MP3 

players). The complete list of compatible devices evolves as new products emerge and is available at overdrive.com/drc.  

 

Smartphone and apps-based device users: To download MP3 audiobooks via app, read that device’s specific guide available at the library or 

online at heyworthlibrary.com. Download and transfer WMA audiobooks using the instructions below. 

 

Audiobook Formats 
WMA and MP3 Audiobooks sound the same in both file formats, but differ in three important ways: 

 File size: MP3 files are much larger than WMA files. WMA audiobooks download and transfer more quickly. 

 Compatibility: MP3 audiobooks are compatible with more devices and also play on Mac. 

 Returns: If you finish an MP3 audiobook early, you can return it before the library lending period expires.  

 

MP3 audiobooks download to: 

Windows or Mac computers 

Android devices 

Blackberry devices 

iPhone/iPad/iPod touch devices 

Windows Phone 7 

MP3 audiobooks transfer to: 

Apple devices from Windows or Mac computers 

Most cell phones and PDAs 

MP3 players 

Some eBook readers 

Burn to CD 
 

WMA audiobooks download to: 

Windows computers 

 

An audiobook’s available formats are decided by the publisher.  

The selection of WMA audiobooks is greater than MP3.  

WMA audiobooks transfer to... 

Apple devices from a Windows computer (w/publisher permission) 

Portable devices that support DRM-protected WMA files 

Burn to CD (w/publisher permission)

 

Required Software  
Before downloading library audiobooks to your computer the first time, you must install OverDrive Media Console software on your 

computer. It is free and manages the lending and return of audiobooks.  
 

1. Download OverDrive Media Console from Alliance Digital Media Library at alliance.lib.overdrive.com or directly from 

OverDrive at overdrive.com/software/omc. Choose the version of software you need based on your computer. 

2. Click Run and follow the Setup Wizard prompts. Accept the license agreement after reading it. 

3. After the software has installed , close the Setup Wizard. 

4. After you've installed the software, open OverDrive Media Console. (An icon should be visible on your computer desktop, 

and the software should be listed in your computer’s programs.) 
 

For Windows users: When opening the software or downloading a title for the first time, you may be prompted to complete a security upgrade 

enabling playback of copy-protected Windows Media files. Click Tools , select Windows Media Player Security Upgrade, and follow the prompts. 

 

Downloading Audiobooks to Your Computer 
1. Visit Alliance Digital Media Library at heyworthlibrary.com or alliance.lib.overdrive.com on your computer’s web browser.  

2. Login to Alliance Digital Media Library by selecting the library which issued your library card and entering your card number 

(with D, no spaces) and PIN. Call the library at (309) 473-2313 if you do not know your PIN. 

3. Select an audiobook title. Choose the desired lending period (click Change to choose 7, 14, or 21 days), then click Borrow. 

4. Click Download.  Select the format you need. (See above for details regarding formats.) Click Confirm & Download. 

5. When asked whether you want to open or save the file, select Open. Be sure that the program selected to open the file is 

OverDrive Media Console. The title should automatically open in OverDrive Media Console. 

6. When asked where to save the files, click OK to allow OverDrive to create a new folder to place your digital downloads. 

7. You will be asked to select parts of the audiobook to download. Select which parts you want to download, then click OK. The 

download will begin, as indicated at the bottom of the window. Once downloaded to your computer, titles can be enjoyed on 

your computer or transferred to another device. 
 

Download times will vary with the length of the item, the number of parts selected, and the speed of your Internet connection.  
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Transferring Audiobooks to Your Device 
1. In OverDrive Media Console, select a downloaded title and click Transfer. 

2. When the Transfer Wizard opens, connect your device to your computer, then click Next. 

3. When your device is detected, the Confirm screen is displayed. Click Next.  

4. The title is transferred to your MP3 player. 

5. Click Finish. 

 

Transferring Audiobooks to an Apple Device 
1. In OverDrive Media Console, select a downloaded title and click Transfer. 

2. When the Transfer Wizard opens, connect your device to your computer, then click Next. 

3. When your device is detected, make sure Apple device is selected under Player. Click Next. 
If you see a message regarding manually managing music, follow the on-screen instructions to enable 'Manually manage music,’ an 

optional iTunes setting, on your Apple device. When completed, click OK to close the prompt and to return to the Transfer Wizard. 

4. Click Next to continue. 
The 'AAC Encoder Import Setting' window may open. Follow the on-screen instructions to adjust your AAC import settings, optional iTunes 

settings,  for the fastest transfer. If you make changes, click Refresh to make sure your new settings match the recommended settings. 
5. Click Next to start the transfer. 

6. When complete, click Finish to close the Transfer Wizard. 

 

Transferred WMA audiobooks are listed under Playlist, and MP3 audiobooks are listed under Music > Albums. 

 

Returning an Audiobook Before the Due Date  
Returning an audiobook early allows it to be checked out by others and allows you to borrow another item if you are at your checkout limit. 

 

Before download to OverDrive Media Console:  

Titles in WMA and MP3 formats can be returned after checkout, but before download.  
 

1. Visit Alliance Digital Media Library at heyworthlibrary.com or alliance.lib.overdrive.com on your computer’s web browser.  

2. Login to Alliance Digital Media Library by selecting the library which issued your library card and entering your card number 

(with D, no spaces) and PIN. Call the library at (309) 473-2313 if you do not know your PIN. 

3. Click Account to view your Bookshelf of borrowed items. 

4. Click Return Item, then OK.  The audiobook will be returned to the collection. 
 

After download to OverDrive Media Console:  

Once downloaded, WMA titles cannot be returned before the end of the lending period, due to publisher restrictions. 
 

To return MP3 audiobooks before the due date, 

1. Open OverDrive Media Console on the computer where you downloaded the eBook.  

2. Select the title you would like to return. 

3. Click Delete to display the return and delete options. 

4. Click Return/Delete to both return the MP3 audiobook and delete it from your computer. 
If you click Delete instead, the title will be removed from your computer, but not returned to the library. 

 

Note: OverDrive Media Console for Mac does not support audiobook returns. 

 

Deleting an Expired Audiobook from OverDrive Media Console  
1. Open OverDrive Media Console on the computer where you downloaded the eBook.  

2. Select the title you would like to delete. 

3. Click Delete to display the return and delete options. 

4. Click Delete to delete it from your computer. 

 

Deleting an Audiobook from your Apple device: 
1. Connect your Apple device to your computer, and make sure iTunes is open.  

2. Click your device's name under Devices in the left-hand column of iTunes.  

3. Click Summary in the right-hand pane of iTunes. Under Options, make sure that ‘Manually manage music’ is checked. 

4. On the left, under Devices, click the arrow to expand the contents view for your Apple device. For iTunes v9.0 or older, select 

'Audiobooks.'  For iTunes v9.1 or newer, select 'Books.'  MP3 audiobooks may be in the ‘Music’ folder. 

5. On the right, select the file you want to delete and press the 'delete' key on your keyboard. 

 

For Additional Assistance 
 Visit Help or My Help in Alliance Digital Media Library at alliance.lib.overdrive.com.   

 Visit the library’s website at heyworthlibrary.com, stop by the library at 119 E Main Street in Heyworth, or call the library at 

309-473-2313.  
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